Qualification Application for Admission

The Denver Center for

International Studies

[image: image1.wmf]
Developing Tomorrow’s Global Leaders
www.dcisdenver.org
Phone: 720 423 9000

Fax: 720 423 9087
DCIS Application Instructions

Congratulations on your choice to apply for admission to the Denver Center for International Studies (DCIS).  The decision to complete this qualification application is an important step on your pathway to a world of opportunity!
DCIS Qualification Application Deadline.  December 9th, 2011.  All complete qualification applications received before the deadline will receive full and equal consideration.  Completed DCIS qualification applications received after the deadline will be considered on a space available basis. SchoolChoice forms for DPS schools will be available on December 1st. SchoolChoice forms must be turned in at any DPS school by January 31, 2012. Families will be notified of their school offer on March 1, 2012.
Before you apply.  The Denver Center for International Studies (DCIS) is a unique school focused on international studies.  It is important for you to know about DCIS before you apply.  Please carefully review our website at www.dcisdenver.org. You are also encouraged to attend an open house- more details can be found on our website.  School tours will be available (RSVPs to dcis.questions@gmail.com are required and space is limited) on the following dates: September 28, October 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th; November 2nd , 9th, 16th, 30th, December 7th ,  and 14th, from 8:00-9:00am.  Open house evening sessions are on the following dates:

Tuesday, November 1st 2011 6.30-8pm (5th, 6th, and 7th graders)
Thursday, November 10th 2011 6.30-8pm (8th and 9th graders)
Please RSVP for open houses to dcisquestions@gmail.com. 

Completing the Application.  

1. Part 1 - Student Information Form:  Complete all sections of this form.  The student number requested is for all students who have been enrolled in DPS.  Your student number can be found on your current class schedule or your report card.  You can also get it from your school office or counselor.  
2. Part 2 - Application Essay:  You are required to submit an application essay.  This should be typed, a sample of your best writing, and no longer than one page, double-spaced.  Draft your answer and edit it carefully.  You may have an adult help you edit your writing, but the essay must be your own work.  Please attach this essay to your application.  
Essay topic:
Why are you specifically interested in DCIS and its international studies focus?
3. Part 3 - DCIS Student and Parent Expectations:  It is important to read the list below describing some of our expectations of students who apply to DCIS and their parents.  These are designed to ensure academic success at the school.  It also affirms that your application is truthful and complete.  An agreement outlining the points below will be reviewed and signed during the interview.
If accepted as a DCIS student:

· I will maintain satisfactory attendance in all classes.

· I will maintain passing grades in all classes with a minimum GPA of 2.0, and strive to achieve the highest grades possible.

· I will abide by all school rules and polices.

· My conduct and attitude will be acceptable in all areas of the school and school functions reflecting the DCIS core values of Integrity, Collaborative Culture, High Expectations, Diversity, and Reflection.
If my student is accepted into DCIS, as a parent:

· I/we agree that this student has my/our consent to enroll in the Denver Center for International Studies if admitted.

· I/we agree to keep this student enrolled at DCIS for the entire school year unless there is a significant change in family circumstances.

· I/we agree to maintain contact with the student's teachers, attend parent meetings, and participate in progress report notification in the middle of each grading period.

· I/we agree to contribute to or volunteer for the DCIS community for the equivalent of 20 hours each year.
· I/we attest that all of the information provided in the application is accurate and that all documentation requested by DCIS, including IEPs and 504 Plans, have been provided.
4. Part 4 - Recommendation Forms:  Give the recommendation forms (included in this application packet) to two teachers or counselors at your school who know you well.  You may also have current supervisors and employers complete the form if they know you well and are able to provide information required by the form.  A minimum of two recommendations is required.  The people completing the forms should return the recommendations to you in an envelope.  You will submit the two recommendations in sealed envelopes with the rest of your completed application.  
5. Part 5 - Copies of your transcript, attendance record, test scores and other school information:  DCIS requires you to provide at least two years of grades, attendance records and test scores.  You may request these from your school office or from your counselor.  Also, include a copy of your latest report card from your current classes.  Part 5 of this packet includes a request form that you can give to your school counselor or school secretary to request the forms from them.  You may make copies of this form if you need to request information from more than one school to obtain two years of records.  You should submit all of this information with the rest of your application.
Send or bring in your completed application before the deadline.  Use the following checklist to ensure that your application is complete before submitting it to DCIS.

       Your completed application should include:

· Student Information Form

· Applicant Essay 
· 2 completed Recommendation Forms in sealed envelopes
· School transcripts, attendance records and test scores from your current school

· IEP or 504 Plan, if applicable (if you have one please contact Ms. Harrold at Theresa_harrold@dpsk12.org before completing the application to ensure DCIS is able to meet your student’s specific needs)
If you have questions or concerns about your application status or any other questions please call 720-423-9000.
Once your DCIS Qualification Application is complete, you may submit it in person to the DCIS office, by mail or by fax (720 423 9075).  You also may ask your teacher or counselor to send your application to DCIS through the Denver Public Schools mail system.  The DCIS mailing address is:

Denver Center for International Studies

Admissions


574 West Sixth Avenue

Denver, CO 80204
The Interview. 
If you are invited to an interview, you will be notified before the 16th of December, 2011.  DCIS must have a complete application before an interview will be considered.  Priority for these interview slots will be given to students who submitted a complete application prior to the deadline.  
DCIS Application

Part 1:  Student Information Form

Student Information

Grade you are applying for (please circle one):  6th  7th   8th    9th  10th  

Last Name__________________   First Name ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________                 M ____       F ____
Birthdate (Month/Day/Year) ______________  
Parent/Guardian Information

If there are two parent/guardian addresses, please enter below one address to which all application correspondence should be sent.
Parent/Guardian Contact 
Last Name__________________   First Name ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________


Address___________________________   City____________________         Zip Code ___________

Home phone:  ________________ Work phone:  ________________ Mobile phone:  _______________
E-mail address: ___________________________ Relationship to student: ____________________
 Student Ethnicity (Please check all that apply)




_____Native American (American Indian)
______Caucasian



_____Black
______Hispanic




_____Asian
______Other

What is your first language?  ____ Are you fluent in a language besides English?  Yes __ No__  

Please list any other languages in which you are fluent: _________________________________
Have you studied a world language? Yes ___ No___ 

If yes, which language? ___________________  Number of semesters of study  ______  

Students are admitted to DCIS by language and each language group enrolls an equal number of students, so it is essential that you indicate your language preference and your openness to alternate choices.  Please rank in order of preference the language you would like to study at DCIS.  Write “1” in the blank next to the language that is your first choice.  Write “2” in the blank that is your second choice.  You may rank up to three languages, but put please rank only those languages which you are willing to pursue at DCIS.  

Italian _____                                           
Japanese _____

Chinese_____
Spanish  _____

French _____
Lakota  ______
Academic History
Current grade: __________   School you currently attend: _________________________________
If it is a DPS school, please provide your 6-digit student number ___________________                   
 
If it is not a DPS school, which district is it located in?  ____________________________

What is the public school you would attend next year based on your address if you do not attend DCIS?

Middle School _____________________________

High School _______________________________

Were you ever enrolled in an English Language Aquisition (ELA) program at your school?  
Yes __ No__  

If yes, what was your last ELA designation (1 through 4)?  ____________

Do you currently have an IEP or 504 Plan or receive special education services?

Yes ___ No___   If yes, you must include a copy of the IEP, 504 Plan or other documentation of services with the application.
Have you ever been identified as gifted and talented or highly gifted and talented?  Yes ___ No___  

Application Essay

· I am attaching my application essay (all applicants):  ____
How did you hear about DCIS?

Please indicate how you first heard about the Denver Center for International Studies:
Sibling currently attends DCIS ______

Friend/family ____
Recruitment Fair/DPS ____
Internet search ____
Newspaper article ____
Presentation at school ____
School counselor ____
www.greatschools.net ____
Other ______________________

Part 2:  Application Essay

You must submit an application essay as part of a complete DCIS application.  This should be typed, a sample of your best writing, and no longer than one page, double-spaced.  Please see more detailed instructions above for essay questions.
Part 3: Student and Parent Agreement
If the applicant is invited to an interview, this agreement will be discussed and signed at that time.
The Denver Center for International Studies (DCIS)
Application

Part 4: Recommendation Form 

Applicant’s name:   ________________________ Phone #:__________email: ________________
Grade student is applying for (please circle):   6th  7th  8th   9th  10th  

To the Applicant:  You should provide this form to two teachers or counselors who know you well together with an envelope with your name on the outside.  Be sure to give them plenty of time to fill out the form before the application deadline (December 9th 2011).  Ask the person filling out this form to give the completed form back to you in the sealed envelope.  You will submit the envelope with the recommendation inside with the rest of your application.


To the person completing this form: The student named above is competing with many other applicants for admission to DCIS.  DCIS is an international studies magnet school that seeks to admit a diverse population of students who will thrive in the unique DCIS learning environment.  If you would like more information about DCIS prior to filling out this recommendation, please visit www.dcisdenver.org.  Return the completed recommendation to the student in a sealed envelope.  Thank you for your time - your opinion is valuable to us.  An alternative to filling out this form is to provide a recommendation letter which discusses the areas below.

1.    How do you know the applicant?


□ Teacher      □ Counselor     □ Principal   □ Other__________________________

2.    How long have you known the applicant? ____________________________________

3.   Characteristics or personality traits of the applicant that would contribute to his or her success in DCIS: 
	Please check the appropriate column for each of the items below, “1” for poor to “5” for excellent.  If the item has not been observed, check “N/O.”
	Poor
1
	2
	3
	4
	Excellent
5
	N/O

	Interest in others’ cultures and perspectives
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tolerance of others’ differences
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest in foreign language(s)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Positive leadership or influence on peers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to work well with others
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Good attendance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Active participation in class/school activities
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Positive attitude
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Independent thinking
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Creative approach to assignments/participation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Completes assignments regularly and on time
	
	
	
	
	
	



4.
What are the first words that come to your mind to describe this student?

5.

List any of the applicant’s special interests, experiences, talents, or achievements of which you are aware, particularly those that relate to a focus in international studies:


6.
Additional comments:


7.
In your view, should the applicant be accepted for admission to the Denver Center for International Studies?  Place a check under the appropriate response.

	Yes, this applicant is an excellent candidate for DCIS. 
	Yes, this is a good candidate for DCIS.
	This applicant requires some special guidance if admitted.
	No.

	
	
	
	


Recommender’s name (please print or type): ________________________________________________  


Recommender’s daytime phone number: _______________________________


Signature: ______________________________________
Date:  ____________________

The Denver Center for International Studies (DCIS)
Application

Part 4: Recommendation Form 
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Recommender’s name (please print or type): ________________________________________________  


Recommender’s daytime phone number: _______________________________


Signature: ______________________________________
Date:  ____________________

The Denver Center for International Studies

Application

Part 5: School Records Request Form 

The student listed below is applying for admission to the Denver Center for International Studies (DCIS).  The application requires the student to submit academic records from schools that he/she has attended for the past two years.  Please provide the information requested below to the student to submit with his or her application to DCIS.

Student information:

Last name:  ___________________________  First Name:  ____________________________

Applying to grade (please circle one):  6th   7th  8th   9th   10th 

Student DPS ID # (if applicable):  _____________________________________

Student date of birth:  ______________________________

Parent/guardian request and release of information:

I am the parent/guardian of the student named above, and I authorize and request the release of the items listed under “Information Requested”.
Parent/guardian signature:  ______________________________________ Date:  ___________

Parent/guardian printed name:  _______________________________________
Information requested:

· Current transcript indicating student’s grades or other measure of academic performance
· Attendance records for the student (if not part of the transcript)
· Student’s current progress report or last report card if not included on the transcript
· Test scores for the student (CSAP Scores and any other available standardized test information)
· IEP or 504 Plan, if applicable
