CSC Meeting - Oct 21, 2011

Members Present:  Stephen Parce, Heidi Hursh, Karen Fernandez, Mike Crawford, Laurie Lopez-Nelson, Frank Doyle, Alba Campos-Castro, JoseHector Jara-Garcia, Alejandro Jara-Garcia, Ms. Ulrych, Esmeralda Madrigal

I. Introductions
Alba Castro-Campos - high school student rep
Jose Hector - high school rep
Alejandro - middle school grade rep
Esmeralda Madrigal - middle school rep

new parent should join next month...interested parents will be on ballot for conferences next week

Mr. Parce explained some of the functions of CSC and its relationships to other DCIS committees 

II.  Celebrations - 
Culturally Responsive Self-study Grant - $3000 per year for 2 years - is DCIS being inclusive enough to meet needs of diverse cultures that are part of our community

French Exchange

APSA - scholarships for language study in China

Numerous travel scholarship applications submitted for DCIS Foundation grants

Jenn Boyle continues progress with internship project - new placement in law office of DCIS alumni

Practice test results should be shared soon (with students primarily)...ACT plan...Student-Led Conferences

PTSA awards $20,000 in grants to DCIS community projects

III.  UIP - explanation of data, what revisions are necessary?

Questions about the document and data within:  does it reflect our school; are the data and goals realistic?  Philosophical discussion about what the data means, how it relates to the state and district targets.  

Achievement Gaps

Post-Secondary Readiness:  
· ACT preps, interventions to score above 19 - which forces Ss to take remediation courses in college 
· Accu-Placer: results can be different from SAT and ACT 
· Opportunities to take the ACT more often 
· more study sessions...Lunch time, Saturdays, etc to better prepare DCIS Ss for ACT...with incentives for Ss to come...prep materials for every student
· providing rigorous courses, utilizing AP strategies in non-AP classess 
· review data for past students of their success in college...which experiences here at DCIS had positive impact on their success 
· success of students enrolled in concurrent high school/collegiate courses

Focus on Academic Growth, especially middle school
· what strategies are in place to drive academic growth? 
· math dept has met with district liaisons regarding Essential Learning Goals 
· re-teaching based on assessment to lead students towards mastery 
· meet with G/T coordinator to plan more challenging activities 
· extended school day pilot program - all students would extend their day, some would work on specific academic areas, others might be able to complete independent study, PE/Art requirements (future school years)...evaluate effectiveness on current implementation at other schools...request for parents to attend info meetings for the pilot program...Mr. Parce will send date of next meeting to CSC parent reps...would require approval of community 
· test-taking strategies in place in instruction?  do we want this?  how can we build our students' capacity to do well on high pressure tests such as AP, ACT, CSAP, etc 
· Saturday CU prep sessions for a number of 9,10,11th grade students
III.  Other 
· teacher rep requested money to be budgeted for field trips from the 'extra' money from our population being above projection, Mr. Parce explained that funding is possible, case by case basis 
· other re-allocations will still be possible, requests should be submitted to CSC reps to bring to meetings 
· timeline for UIP - continue to develop until March - suggestion to look on CDE website to look at other schools' UIPs
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